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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
OPERA COLUMBUS ANNOUNCES WINNERS OF  2010 IRMA 
M. COOPER OPERA COLUMBUS  VOCAL COMPETITION 
 
(Columbus, OH) 
 
 
ORGANIZATION:  Opera Columbus 
 
EVENT:    Irma M. Cooper Opera Columbus Vocal  
     Competition  
 
DATES & TIMES:   Saturday, March 27, 2010: 11a – 5:30p 
     Sunday, March 28, 2010: 2p – 5p 
 
VENUE:    Weigel Hall 
     The Ohio State University School of Music 
     1866 College Rd. 
     Columbus, OH 43210 
 
DESCRIPTION:    22 opera singers from across the country competed this  
     past weekend for cash prizes in the Irma M. Cooper 

Opera Columbus Vocal Competition. 
 
This year’s judges included: William Florescu, General 
Director of Florentine Opera Company; Gayletha 
Nichols, Director of the Metropolitan Opera National 
Council Auditions; Dr. Karen Peeler, Professor of Voice 
and Voice Pedagogy at The Ohio State University. 

 
 
AWARDS PRESENTED:    Honorable Mention: 

Chelsea Rose Friedlander, soprano (of Port Murray, NJ) 
 

 
(f)  614-461-0806 
(e) epost@operacolumbus.org 



Irma M. Cooper Diction Award: 
Nathan Stark, bass (of Cincinnati, OH) 
 
3rd Place: 
Craig Verm, baritone (of Pittsburgh, PA) 
 
2nd Place  
Nathan Stark, bass (of Cincinnati, OH) 
 
1st Place 
Danielle Talamantes, soprano (of Fairfax, VA) 
 
Merle McInturff Award for Musical Excellence 
(Audience Choice Award): 
Danielle Talamantes, soprano (of Fairfax, VA) 
 
Other Finalists Included:  
Allen Boxer, bass-baritone (of Philadelphia, PA) 
Tania Mandzy, mezzo-soprano (of Hollis, NH) 
Edward Mout, tenor (of Chicago, IL) 
 
  

 


