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DEAR FRIENDS +
SUPPORTERS

| am thrilled to share with you the highlights of our incredible
journey over the past year. This year has been a remarkable
one for Opera Columbus, marked by exponential growth
and a level of community engagement that has surpassed all
expectations.

| am proud to announce that 2022-23 was our biggest and
best attended season in the past 41 years. This milestone is a
testament to the unwavering support of our dedicated patrons,
the hard work of our talented artists, board, and staff, and the
vibrancy of the Columbus arts community.

Our performances have captivated audiences, our educational
programs have inspired young minds, and our engagement
efforts have touched the lives of countless individuals. Together,
we have created unforgettable experiences that have enriched
our community and strengthened our bond with each other.

As we look to the future, | am filled with excitement and
optimism for what lies ahead. With your continued support, | am
confident that Opera Columbus will continue to thrive and grow,
bringing the inspirational effect of opera to even more people
in the years to come to central Ohio.

Thank you for being a part of our journey. Together, we are
building a brighter future for opera in Columbus and beyond.

Warm regards,

Julia Noulin-Mérat
General Director + CEO



2022-23

SEASON IN REVIEW

OPERA COLUMBUS is YOURS. Creativity is our culture! Young

and the young at heart, opera lovers, and our opera-curious friends

all found a place to connect with our most recent season. A season
curated with experiences to ensure the art of opera captured the heart
of everyone within its reach. Our 22-23 season was innovative and
bold, family-friendly, and opera-curious friendly, and above all, it was
the grand revival of opera in our vibrant city!

LA CENERENTOLA

A family-friendly production of Rossini’s
classic comic opera La Cenerentola
(Cinderella), performed in October 2022.
This production welcomed our youngest
fans & friends to the world of opera by
creating engaging pre-performance
activities including arts activities, tea

parties, story times, and tiara contests.

Maria de Buenos Aires, February 2023

MARIA DE BUENOS AIRES
Astor Piazzolla’s revolutionary nuevo
tango opera, performed February

2023. The first Spanish-language opera
performed in Columbus, with a strikingly
modern production that incorporated
dance and high fashion — in collaboration
with local Latinx artists — and captions

in English and Spanish. Maria was OC’s
highest-grossing production in 10 years.
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RIGOLETTO

OC kicked off the spring 2023 season by
bringing grand opera back to the Ohio
Theatre with Verdi’s beloved work, with

a sumptuous production in collaboration
with our friends at the Columbus
Symphony Orchestra and CAPA.

ALICE TIERNEY

Professional world premiere of a new
work by composer Melissa Dunphy

and librettist Jacqueline Goldfinger,
Alice Tierney was performed in
collaboration with Oberlin Conservatory
of Music. Performed on April 29, 2023,
in the Riffe Center Studio Theatres. All
tickets were offered for free, to make
this new women-led work accessible to
all. All available tickets were claimed just
a few days after the performance was
announced.

COOPER-BING
COMPETITION

OC'’s annual vocal competition has
celebrated and supported emerging
opera artists for nearly 40 years.

The 2023 competition was won by
mezzo-soprano Gabrielle Beteag, with
additional awards won by finalists Ruby
Dibble (mezzo-soprano), Kevin Godinez
(baritone), Changdai Park (bass-baritone),
and Kimberli Render (soprano). Ranking
as our largest and most international
competition yet; we had 324 applicants,
including artists from Australia, Germany,
Japan, China, ltaly, Mexico, and South
Korea. Watch for these rising stars
across the stages of opera companies
world-wide in the years to come.

Cooper-Bing Competition Winner, April 2023



COMMUNITY

IMPACT

Our community is greater than the sum
of its parts, and we are honored to be
part of this amazing city. We recognize
that it is possible to experience great art
in unlikely places like a soccer stadium,
a park, bus stops, medical campuses,
and your local library. These events

are accessible and nearly always free
ways to interact with amazing talent and
stories that reflect our community.

3

Sold-out SALON Events with
lvy Zhou, Gerardo Encinas, and
Neil Fortin

3

Careers in the Arts videos
focusing on set design +
costuming and fashion design

2

OperaTalk segments released
with Bell Tree Productions in a
fun late-night tv talk show

17

Opera-isms podcasts launched
on Spotify

60

Attendees to the sold-out
Fashion and Design Showcase
highlighting the archives of
Encinas Designs

300+

Students reached in the Opera
Collective partnership with
Columbus Metropolitan Library

59,000

In-person audiences

30%

Of our 22-23 season audience
is new to OC productions

1.2 MILLION

Total season reach via online
media, participation in
community festivals, and more



FRIENDS OF

OPERA COLUMBUS

This incredible volunteer organization has been an essential part of Opera
Columbus for more than 30 years. This group serves as volunteers and
fundraisers, they know opera inside and out, and they always have the best
parties. They support productions and serve as a fantastic sounding board
for our staff. Over the life of the organization, the Friends of Opera Columbus
have raised more than $200,000 for the benefit of Opera Columbus. To learn
more or become a member, visit operacolumbus.org/friendsoc

ARTIST
REPRESENTATION

Opera Columbus is committed to
gender equity and hiring and supporting
BIPOC artists. In the past five seasons,

(2018-2019 through 2022-2023), 43% of
our mainstage productions have been
conducted by women, and 36% of them
directed by women. OC will continue to
share stories that reflect our community,
on and off stage.
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FINANCE

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

June 30, 2023 2023
Cash, Cash Equivalents & Investments $189,682
Other Current Assets $356,597
Total Current Assets $546,279
Total Non-current Assets $742,997
TOTAL ASSETS $1,289,276
Total Liabilities $52,983
Without Donor Restrictions $418,281
With Donor Restrictions $818,012
Net Assets $1,236,293
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS $1,289,276
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES & CHANGE IN NET ASSETS

For the Year ended June 30, 2023 2023
Revenue

Contributed Revenue $1,204,900
Earned Revenue $302,543
TOTAL REVENUE $1,407,443
Expenses

Productions $856,780
Education and Community Programs $105,490
Management and General $289,627
Fundraising & Special Events $117,451
Loss on Long-term Investments -
TOTAL EXPENSES $1,369,348
Change in Net Assets $38,095
Less Donor Restricted Income and Expenses ($30,382)
Change in Operating Net Assets $7,713

Photo: Terry Gilliam



OPERATING REVENUE
$1,407,443

INVESTMENT & OTHER

DONOR
RESTRICTED
INCOME
COMMUNITY
OUTREACH

EDUCATION & OUTREACH
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OPERATING EXPENSES
$1,369,348

For the year ended June 30, 2023, the activities from operations resulted in a profit
of $7,713. This excludes activities related to restricted contributions and gain/losses on
restricted investments. The unrestricted net assets increased to $418,281 from $410,658.

Long-term investments experienced a profit of $62,192 in FY23 (Operations: $15,605;
Donor Restricted $46,587). This represents an overall gain of 8% in the Beneficial
Interest in assets held by other. The gain was consistent with market activity in 2023
as investement.

Maria de Buenos Aires, February 2023



12

ANNUAL FUND CONTRIBUTORS

The continued support
of enthusiastic fans like
Bruni & Gary Duncan
significantly increases the
reach and influence of
Opera Columbus. Thank
you Bruni & Gary and all
our donors.

With gratitude Opera Columbus acknowledges all of our institutional supporters,
individual supports, in-kind donations, and in memory of and in honor of donations.
This publication lists names for donors who made gifts, pledges, and in-kind
donations in the 2023 fiscal year (July 1, 2022 — June 30, 2023).

If we inadvertently omitted your name or made an error in compiling this information, please
accept our sincere apologies and contact the Development Office at 614-719-6718 to provide
corrected information. Thank you for your support!

INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORTERS
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INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORTERS

|
$5,000-$9,999

Encova

Fifth Third Bank

Friends of Opera Columbus
Huntington Bank

L Brands Foundation

Porter Wright Morris and
Arthur LLP

Reinberger Conductor’s
Chair Fund of The Columbus
Foundation

|
$1,500-$4,999

Arts Midwest, Inc
Diamond Cellar
Ernst and Young
Westfield Insurance

|
$500-$1,499

Anonymous
National Financial Services LLC
PNC Financial Services Group

|
UP TO $499

Columbus Jewish Foundation
Kroger

Philadelphia Insurance
Companies

INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBUTORS

|
$50,000-$99,999

Anonymous

Sharron M. and Charles C.
Capen Family Trust
|
$25,000-$49,999
Anne Melvin*

Sheldon and Rebecca Taft
|
$10,000-$24,999
Anonymous

The Lyman L. Leathers Fund*

William E. Miller and
Thomas S. Dole

Bob Philips and Kara Trott

Ruth and Dick McNeal
Endowment for Opera
Columbus

|
$5,000-$9,999
Anonymous

Bryn and Femi Adeyanju
Ronald Bell

Jerome and Bette Dare

Gary and Bruni Duncan
Marilu and Tim Faber

Marty Golubitsky and Barbara
Keyfitz

Janelle and Don Grubbs

Todd Majidzadeh and Karen
Hough Majidzadeh

Kevin and Tracy McGovern

Patty Morrison and Gary
Tiesenga

Dr. Karen Peeler and Rev.
Deniray Mueller

Jodi and Stanley Ross
Nancy and Tadd Seitz

Seymour and Fran Luckoff
Family Fund

Allison Steiner and Ryan
Harding

Eric and Michelle Sutphin
Benjamin Tracy
|
$2,500-$4,999
Anonymous

Vanessa and George Arnold
George Barrett

Arthur and Hetty Bing
Willie and Katie Grové
Matthew Hall

Shawn and Jenna Homan
Donna and Larry James
Dan Jensen

Brandon Kim, MD

Doug and Cookie Mcintyre

Julia Noulin-Mérat and Patrick
McGovern

Deborah Neimeth

Dr. Lee Shackelford

Miriam and Don Utter

Charles and Betsy Warner
]
$1,500-$2,499

Lois H. Allen

Jean Atwood M.D. and Michael
Kirkman

Catherine Callard and Craig
Howell

Beth Crane and Richard McKee
Jeff Harris
Bill and Coreen Jenkins

13
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ANNUAL FUND CONTRIBUTORS (continuen)

Anne LaPidus

Gerald and Ann Newsom

Ruth Paulson

Ron and Ann Pizzuti

Lois Rosow

Elizabeth Sawyers

Robert and Ann Shelly

Chad and Melinda Whittington
Becky Wright
|
$500-$1,499
Anonymous (5)

Keith and Jodi Abbate

Larry and Ruth Anderson
Mary and Andy Auch

Kevin Beerman

Alfred H. Bivins

Paul and Lynn Blower

C. John and Flo Ann Easton
Family Fund

Laura Dehlendorf Crane
Tom and Susan Crawford
Don Dell and Violet Meek
Bill DeMora

Elfi Di Bella

Dixie Sayre Miller Fund of The
Columbus Foundation

Nancy Donoghue

Ryan Eberhart

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Emery
Jaclyn Evans

William R. Fenner Donor,
a Donor Advised Fund of
Renaissance Charitable

Sylvia Fergus and Kent Rigsby
Ken Fultz

Jeff Gillentine

Mike and Joy Gonsiorowski
Susan M. Hartmann

Gretta Hermes

Susan E. Hodge and David A.
Greenberg

James C. Howat

Barbara and Ron Hupman
Amelia J. Jeffers

Douglas and Darlene Jones
Mary Lazarus

Michael and Maddie McGovern
Priscilla Meeks

Ed Metzger

Bill and Jane Miller

Andy North

John and Christine Olsen
Sue Porter and Mike Sayre
Jim Reardon

David R. Schooler

David H. Sheidler

Dr. Brenda Stearns and Dr.
Linda Meadows

Brian Sullivan
Sharon Daniels Sullivan
David H. Timmons

Valarie Williams and Sergio
Soave

|
$200-$499
Anonymous (7)

Sine-Marie Ayres

Mr. Ryan and Dr. Jonica Burke
Jeff and Lucy Caswell

Carolyn Thomas Christy

Peter Coccia and Nena Couch
Esther Connors

Janet Cox

Carole Dale

Tom Dole

Harriet and Scott Donaldson
Leo and Vera Dubrovksy

William and Jane Forbes
Reinhard and Mary Gahbauer
Jason Gay

Barbara and Albert Glover
Linda and Richard Gunther
Susan Hart

Jane Hathaway

Mel Heckman

Steven Hillyer

James Hodnett and Joe
Heimlich

Carol and Gary House
Nicole Hoyer

Jewish Columbus Foundation,
Joan Wallick Cultural Arts
Endowment Fund

Judy and Howard Kander
Karen Kennedy

James (J.R.) Klein

Molly Kreuzman

Stanley and Gretchen
Kronenberger

Andrew Lavoie

Lee E. Martin

David and Betty Meil
Paul and Jane Morton

Dorothy Noyes and Michael
Krippendorf

Brad Ostroff

Carol Prigan

Caroline Rocco

Dr. Daniel and Marina Ruiz

Dr. Philip and Mrs. Elizabeth
Samuels

Doug and Patricia Slusher
John and Sally Stefano
Judi and Jim Stillwell

Wendy E. Weiler and Michael
J. Dwyer

Julie and Bruce Weinberg



Michael and Denise Wible

Christine R. Wray and John E.
Felicitas

Charlotte Yates

John and Helen Zatko
Jonathon and Kim Zavislak
|
UP TO $199

Anonymous (13)

Mr. and Mrs. Stanford M. Ackley
Ben Addison

Steven C. Anderson

Gerard Basalla

Diane and David Bean

Teresa Beimesch

Michael Les and Karen
Benedict

Adam and Suzy Biehl
Glody I. Bikopo

Erin Blue

Cynthia Botzman
Cari Brackett

Eric Braun

Henry Brecher

Amy and Ron Budzik
Jessica Burton

Lucy and David Buzzee
Veda Cafazzo

Bob and Susan Campbell
Susan Capicchioni
Marty Caron

Donna Cavell

Kelli A. Cawley
Janet Chen

Marilyn Clark

Phillip Colflesh
Katherine Cosgrove
Floro Crisostomo
Derek Cushman

Stewart Davis

Tom W. Davis

Devin N. Deitsch

Carol J. Del Propost

Kirsten Dell and Rusty Bell
Jacqueline L. Denton-Stickel
Anita L. DiCello

Emalee Dickson

Sasho Dodevski

Carl DuPont Jr.

Rachel Dvorak

April Elkovitch

Todd and Donna Elliott
Philip Ennen

Katrina Fasulo

Toba Jeanne Feldman

Mark Finley

Jere Forsythe

Patrick M. Frueh

Sylvia A. Garrett
Christopher Gassett
Danielle Gassman

Eric K. Gibson

Ralph Giles

Barbara Goettler

Jack Gold and Jeff Griss
Larry and Ellen Griffin
Sandra and Caesar Guarderas
Amanda B. Harvilla

Emily A. Hesselbein
Katherine Hoffmann

Nina Holman

David A. Jeggle

Karen Johnson

Ben Jordan

David Jump and Eileen Pruitt
Ezra Katz and Drew Kaufman
Kathleen Kelly

Alex Khrakovsky

Leslie Kim

Matthew Kurk

Herbert Lara

Peter Leicht and Derrick Strobl
Syd Lifshin

Jeanne Likins and Joseph
Flood

Barry Liss

Werner L. Margard Il
Mary and Dave Marsh
Thomas McBride

Katelyn McClain

Robert McDonald

Eric McKeever

Paula Melchert

Alvin Mieses

Drs. Ali and Mina Mokhtari
Thomas and Jessica Morris
David Nassau

Jutta Neckermann

Julie and Ralph Nusken
Bill and Barbara Oberdick
Diana Pagan

Robin J. Panzera

Carolyn E. Patch

Carole Poirier

Charlotte and Stanton Prior
Sandra and Howard Pritz

Andrew Constantine
Protopapas

Debi Pugh
Alice Rathburn
David and Ann Rigney

Susan L. Ropp and Douglas P.
Johnson

Giovanni Santiago
Lori Sayre
Scott Seaman and Nancy Alkire
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ANNUAL FUND CONTRIBUTORS (CONTINUED)

Angie Shyrigh

Robert Signom Il and Penelope
Thomas

Stephanie R. Sikora

Adam Slane

William A. Stallworth

Jan and Steven Stone
Ellen Stukenberg

Josh Tarr

Judith Taylor

Ruth Templeton

Esmerina Tili

Bev Trout and Doug Wittig
M.J. VanSickle

Roger and Wendy Vaughan
Nancy Verber

Grant M. Wallace and
Stephanie R. Davis Wallace

La Cenerentola, October 2022

16

Daniel Walshaw
Kathy and Ira Weiss

Jayne Wenner and Peter
Costanza

Elizabeth Westley
Rachel Will

Nancy S. Winslow
Robert Wooldridge
Jane B. Young

Kurt and Molly Zielenbach

*Denotes estate gift

|
IN KIND

Cult Marketing
Kaiser Consulting
Brian and Julie Nocco

1
IN HONOR OF

Bill Miller

Patty Morrison and Gary
Tiesenga

Kara Trott and Bob Phillips
Amelia J. Jeffers

]

IN MEMORY OF

Nan Bond

Christine R. Wray and
John E. Felicitas

Ron Hupman
Miriam and Don Utter
H. Lee and Evelyn F. Leathers

The Lyman L. Leathers
Fund




EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

2022-23 SEASON

Femi Adeyanju Allison Steiner Scott Kapusta, JD, MBA
President Vice President + Secretary
Ernst & Young Finance Chair Fifth Third Bank

PricewaterhouseCoopers

\

Brandon Kim, MD Jessica Burton Charles C. Warner
Vice President + Co-Chair Board Governance + Porter, Wright, Morris & Arthur LLP
The Ohio State University Nominating Committee
Co-Chair

Orange Barrel Media

Bill Miller Julia Noulin-Mérat
Past President General Director + CEO
KPMG LLP Ex officio

MAKE YOUR
IMPACT TODAY

Donate Now!
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TRUSTEES

George Arnold
Community Advocate

Gerard Basalla
The Columbus Partnership

&
Arthur G.H. Bing, MD, FACS
Bing MD

Marilu Faber
Community Advocate

Donell R. Grubbs
JobsOhio

Shawn Homan
General & Legal America

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

2022-23 SEASON

Todd Majidzadeh
Resource International, Inc.

Megan McAlister
Bank of America

Doug Mcintyre
Cult Marketing

Tricia Rigel
Cardinal Health, Inc.

Benjamin Tracy
Supreme Court of Ohio

Valarie Williams
The Ohio State University

I
LIFE TRUSTEES

Johanna DeStefano, PHD
The Ohio State University, retired

William T. Grové
UBS Financial Services, Inc.

Patricia B. Morrison
Past President
Cardinal Health, Inc., retired

Stanley D. Ross
Attorney at Law

Sheldon A. Taft
Vorys, Sater, Seymour & Pease,
retired

?
Charles C. Warner
Porter, Wright, Morris & Arthur
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EXECUTIVE

>
3

QL
Julia
Noulin-Mérat
General Director + CEO

I
ARTISTIC
PRODUCTION

Everett McCorvey
Principal Guest
Conductor

I
IMPACT

N

®

i

Dione Bennett
Creative Programs
Manager

Gretta
Goodbottom
Party Series Curator

OPERA COLUMBUS STAFF

Alex Lynch
Operations Associate

I
DEVELOPMENT

Rachel Will
Director of
Advancement +
Cooper-Bing Associate
Producer

Jessica Morris
Director of
Development

Susan Ropp
Director of Grants

Andrew
Protopapas
Annual Fund Manager

Julie Weeks
Special Events Manager

[

)\
Angela Boyd
Development Data
Coordinator

MARKETING

Kelsi Moore
Marketing Director

Jeannette
Burchfield
Social Media Day Maker

Terry Gilliam
Staff Photographer

I
FINANCE

Jill
Lukshin-Hoff, cPA
Kaiser Consulting LLC,
Accounting Consultant

, ;
Tammy Hulshof
Kaiser Consulting LLC,
Accounting Consultant

Cindy Ries
Kaiser Consulting LLC,
Accounting Consultant

I
TICKETING

Allison Walker
Shared Service Client
Manager

19
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2023-24 SEASON @ Learn more about what’s

happening next at

bty St L VDT Opera Columbus OPERACOLUMBUS.ORG

make It yours



